
MLA: Creating Citations for a Works Cited Page 

 Remember your final works cited should be organized alphabetically by the author’s last name.  

 Use a hanging indent on your citations; this will indent all secondary lines. 

 For in-text citations, remember to place the author’s name and page number in parenthesis following a 

quote or a paraphrase/summarized section of writing. For example:  (Rowling 132). 

 Notes below provided by Purdue OWL: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

 

How to Cite a Personal Interview 

Interviews typically fall into two categories: print or broadcast published and unpublished (personal) interviews, 

although interviews may also appear in other, similar formats such as in e-mail format or as a Web document. 

Personal Interviews 

Personal interviews refer to those interviews that you conduct yourself. List the interview by the name of the 

interviewee. Include the descriptor Personal interview and the date of the interview. 

Purdue, Pete. Personal interview. 1 Dec. 2000. 

 

 

How to Cite a Website in MLA Format 

Citing an Entire Web Site 

It is necessary to list your date of access because web postings are often updated, and information available on 

one date may no longer be available later. If a URL is required or you chose to include one, be sure to include 

the complete address for the site. (Note: The following examples do not include a URL because MLA no longer 

requires a URL to be included.) Remember to use n.d. if no publishing date is given. 

Author’s Name (Last, First). Name of Site. Name of institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or 

publisher), date of resource creation (if available). Medium of publication. Date of access. 

 

Felluga, Dino. Guide to Literary and Critical Theory. Purdue U, 28 Nov. 2003. Web. 10 May 2006. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


How to Cite a Book Source in MLA Format 

When you are gathering book sources, be sure to make note of the following bibliographic items: author 

name(s), book title, publication date, publisher, place of publication. The medium of publication for all “hard 

copy” books is Print. 

Basic Format 

The author’s name or a book with a single author's name appears in last name, first name format. The basic 

form for a book citation is: 

       Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium of  

             Publication. 

       Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. New York: Penguin, 1987. Print. 

Book with More Than One Author 

The first given name appears in last name, first name format; subsequent author names appear in first name last 

name format. If there are more than three authors, you may choose to list only the first author followed by the 

phrase et al. (Latin for "and others") in place of the subsequent authors' names. 

       Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer Tutoring. Boston: Allyn, 2000. Print. 

A Work in an Anthology, Reference, or Collection 

Works may include an essay in an edited collection or anthology, or a chapter of a book. The basic form is for 

this sort of citation is as follows: 

       Lastname, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Collection. Ed. Editor's Name(s). City of Publication:  

             Publisher, Year. Page range of entry. Medium of Publication. 

An example: 

      Harris, Muriel. "Talk to Me: Engaging Reluctant Writers." A Tutor's Guide: Helping Writers One to One. Ed.  

              Ben Rafoth. Portsmouth: Heinemann, 2000. 24-34. Print. 

 

 

 



 How to Cite a Periodical Source in MLA Format 

Periodicals (e.g. magazines, newspapers, and scholarly journals) that appear in print require the same medium 

of publication designator—Print—as books, but the MLA Style method for citing these materials and the items 

required for these entries are quite different from MLA book citations. 

For more information on citing periodicals, consult “Citing Periodical Print Publications” in the MLA Handbook 

for Writers of Research Papers, 7th edition (sec. 5.4, 136-48), or the MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly 

Publishing, 3rd edition (sec. 6.5, 174-85). 

Article in a Magazine 

Cite by listing the article's author, putting the title of the article in quotations marks, and italicizing the 

periodical title. Follow with the date of publication. Remember to abbreviate the month. The basic format is as 

follows: 

      Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Periodical Day Month Year: pages. Medium of publication. 

      Poniewozik, James. "TV Makes a Too-Close Call." Time 20 Nov. 2000: 70-71. Print. 

      Buchman, Dana. "A Special Education." Good Housekeeping Mar. 2006: 143-48. Print. 

Article in a Newspaper 

Cite a newspaper article as you would a magazine article, but note the different pagination in a newspaper. If 

there is more than one edition available for that date (as in an early and late edition of a newspaper), identify the 

edition following the date (e.g., 17 May 1987, late ed.). 

      Brubaker, Bill. "New Health Center Targets County's Uninsured Patients." Washington Post 24 May 2007:  

          LZ01. Print. 

       Krugman, Andrew. "Fear of Eating." New York Times 21 May 2007 late ed.: A1. Print. 

If the newspaper is a less well-known or local publication, include the city name and state in brackets after the 

title of the newspaper. 

       Behre, Robert. "Presidential Hopefuls Get Final Crack at Core of S.C. Democrats." Post and Courier  

          [Charleston, SC] 29 Apr. 2007: A11. Print. 

       Trembacki, Paul. "Brees Hopes to Win Heisman for Team." Purdue Exponent [West Lafayette, IN] 5 Dec.  

          2000: 20. Print. 



 

How to Cite a Scholarly Journal Source in MLA Format 

An Article in a Scholarly Journal 

In previous years, MLA required that researchers determine whether or not a scholarly journal employed 

continuous pagination (page numbers began at page one in the first issue of the years and page numbers took up 

where they left off in subsequent ones) or non-continuous pagination (page numbers begin at page one in every 

subsequent issue) in order to determine whether or not to include issue numbers in bibliographic entries. The 

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 7th edition (2009) eliminates this step. Always provide issue 

numbers, when available. 

      Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume.Issue (Year): pages. Medium of publication. 

      Bagchi, Alaknanda. "Conflicting Nationalisms: The Voice of the Subaltern in Mahasweta Devi's Bashai Tudu."  

         Tulsa Studies in Women's Literature 15.1 (1996): 41-50. Print. 

An Article from an Online Database (or Other Electronic Subscription Service) 

Cite articles from online databases (e.g. LexisNexis, ProQuest, JSTOR, ScienceDirect) and other subscription 

services just as you would print sources. Since these articles usually come from periodicals, be sure to consult 

the appropriate sections of the Works Cited: Periodicals page, which you can access via its link at the bottom of 

this page. In addition to this information, provide the title of the database italicized, the medium of publication, 

and the date of access. 

Note: Previous editions of the MLA Style Manual required information about the subscribing institution (name 

and location). This information is no longer required by MLA. 

      Junge, Wolfgang, and Nathan Nelson. “Nature's Rotary Electromotors.” Science 29 Apr. 2005: 642-44. Science  

        Online. Web. 5 Mar. 2009. 

       Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical Journal 50.1 (2007):  

         173-96. ProQuest. Web. 27 May 2009. 

 


